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From our Chaplain- Fr. Josh Allen
Dear Alumni, Parents, and Friends,
We have so much for which to be thankful in this new school year. I begin my second year as chaplain at the Georgia Tech Catholic
Center, and we celebrate this year the 30th Anniversary of the dedication of our building on 4th Street. How many young minds have
been formed and found refreshment inside these walls, hearing the Word of God and being encouraged and challenged to live it with all
their hearts, souls, and minds? It’s overwhelming to think of the impact the Catholic Center has had on this world.
Our 30th Anniversary weekend, with the Helluva Catholic Gala, Tailgate for the UNC game, and Anniversary Mass with Bishop David
Talley, went splendidly. During the weekend, I kept thinking of the hundreds of marriages and thousands of children that have come from
the Catholic Center in some way. Over 30 men have become priests from Georgia Tech since Fr. Mario’s tenure began. We currently
have 8 men in seminary formation throughout the world, and one woman in religious formation. You will have an opportunity to get to
know them a little bit in this annual report. Just this year, we have sent four men to seminary, and we have over thirty in our discernment
group. The Georgia Tech Catholic Center is, by any measure, at the eart of the renewal of the Church in Atlanta and beyond.
In this annual report, which we have expanded from last year, you will have the opportunity to hear from some of our students about their
experiences here, and you will see some biographical information for our men and women in formation for the priesthood and religious
life. I do ask that you keep each of them in your prayers, and ask the Lord to send many more Yellow Jackets into his vineyard to work
for the salvation of souls. You’ll hear about some of our renovations in the past year: completion of the outdoor pergola, a complete
renovation of our public bathrooms, installation of electric access doors, and we are planning a renovation of the main level to make
the common space more usable for large groups. We hope to complete this project over Christmas. Our average Mass attendance
for the year ended at around 700 students, and so far this year, we’re up in attendance about 25%. We operated 30 bible studies last
year and have 20% more students signed up this year. We offered Theology of the Body courses, instruction in prayer, apologetics,
and introductory classes in the faith through both RCIA and our new program “Why Catholic.” This year we plan even more activities,
especially on campus. The Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS) missionaries have returned for another year and
are looking forward to providing another excellent year of small group discipleship and evangelization on campus. In September,
approximately 75 undergraduate and graduate students from the Catholic Center headed on a pilgrimage to see Pope Francis in
Philadelphia, and we are looking forward to greatly expanding our mission programs over spring break and the summer. We also started
a new podcast last year, the Helluva Catholic Podcast, which you can find on SoundCloud or iTunes.
My friends, I think you would be hard-pressed to find a Catholic apostolate in the country that is doing more with their resources than the
Georgia Tech Catholic Center. We are considered throughout the country to be one of the great success stories in college ministry. What
we lack—and I mean this in all sincerity—are mission partners. Our annual operating budget is approximately $360,000 a year (and
frankly, we need to hire another person). The Catholic Center has operated in a deficit for years, and our reserves are dwindling. Last
year we were about $100,000 short in funding, and we project a $150,000 deficit this year unless something changes. Unfortunately, we
cannot absorb that kind of deficit again this year. We operate on the offerings from collections, and most importantly, on the support we
receive from our generous alumni, parents of current students, and long-time friends of the Catholic Center and college ministry.
I invite you to prayerfully consider supporting our mission this year. We will always strive to make the most of your donation, and our
students greatly appreciate your support.
Please count on my prayers for you and your family.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Josh Allen, BS Mgt ‘99
Chaplain
Georgia Tech Catholic Center
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Kickin’ it with Harrison Butker
Hi my name is Harrison Butker
and on behalf of the entire Georgia Tech
Catholic Center community, I’d like to
thank you for the continuous donations
and support. I am a 3rd year Industrial
Engineering Major, as well as the kicker
for the football team, and amongst
classes and football practice, the
Catholic Center has been a home away
from home for me. It wasn’t until I got to
college that I really claimed my Catholic
faith as my own. Without the Catholic
Center and Father Joshua Allen I don’t think this transformation
would’ve ever taken place. Mass as well as confession is
available daily along with four Mass times on Sunday. Adoration
is accessible throughout the day from early morning to late night.
There is a thriving community of students that are enthusiastic
about their spiritual growth and making the CC a welcoming
environment to all students. As an active member of the Catholic
Center, I have seen firsthand the amount of activities and events
that take place to strengthen both our community and our faith.
There is a thriving Knights of Columbus council that holds many
events and this could only be made possible by the great facilities
and support. Talks like “Theology of the Body” and “Why Catholic?”
as well as Apologetics and Bible Studies are given every semester.
We have a program called “Renew” that is devoted to praise
and worship songs separate from the Mass. Every year there is
tailgating for the Catholic Center students to bond together over
some Yellow Jacket Football. We are able to have guest speakers
from around the country come and share their stories. With your
generous donations we have been able to continue to update
our facilities that provide so much. We have an awesome kitchen
that is used for countless meals. The graduate students use it
frequently for a program called “Upper Room” that invites students
and speakers to share their testimonies or just devote time to deep
discussions. I personally was a part of a men’s group that cooked
dinner and dessert together every Thursday night this summer
and that time with them is something I’ll always cherish. Having a
space to share and open up with other strong Catholic men has
really brought me closer to the Faith. We have a beautiful chapel

One Student’s Faith Journey

I will never forget the day I truly discovered the
Catholic Center (as more than just a place for Sunday
Mass). It was the evening before the start of a spring
semester. It was cold, I was exhausted from moving
back to campus (I co-oped in a different state), and
all I wanted to do was curl up with a book and relax.
But my roommate Rebecca Erdman wanted to go and
somehow managed to convince me it would be a good
idea to join her. The first person I met was Valeska
Lobo, who was playing the piano in the Sanctuary.
She turned around, saw us, and immediately gave me
a hug, saying she was so happy to finally meet me. I
spent the night chatting with some amazing people,
singing along to songs played by a few of the guys
with guitars, and really just feeling at home. That pretty
much summed up my experience at the CC for the next
four years. It was so much more than a building to me
(although having a place to study and escape the rest
of campus was wonderful). It was home. The people I
met there are some of my closest friends. Through their
examples, I learned how to resist the temptations that
we’re all faced with during college. They showed me
how to live my faith in a world where being Christian
isn’t exactly the norm, and actually practicing your faith
even less so. The Catholic Center was a haven for me.
I will always treasure the times I spent there.
- Andi Schodorf, ME ‘15

that provides an intimate environment as we seek to listen to
Christ during our busy semesters. We have an adoration chapel
that remains in exquisite condition for students to pray before Our
Lord. We have been able to provide retreats that I personally love
to go on and grow in my faith with my Catholic brothers. Father
Josh has been the chaplain since my freshman year at Tech
and has inspired me immensely. Growing up I went through the
motions of Mass every Sunday with my family but it wasn’t until
I heard Father Josh speak that I really wanted to learn more and
figure out what the Catholic Church was all about. I was able to
really challenge myself and better understand the truth and clarity
behind the Church’s teachings through his guidance. He has
made an amazing impact on the Catholic Center community and
is extremely loved and fully supported by all our members. I pray
for the continued support and clear guidance for the Georgia Tech
Catholic Center and want to say thanks again for everything that
has been given to us.

Harrison Butker kicks 53-yard field goal to send the UGA
game into overtime, leading to a Yellow Jacket victory!

Georgia Tech Catholic Center
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A Message from Bobby Cremins
I had a wonderful time at the 30th Anniversary Celebration of the
Catholic Center! The Catholic Center continues to hold a special
place in my heart. I was so fortunate when I came to Georgia
Tech in 1981 to have a Catholic Center on campus with a great
leader in Father Mario di Lella. I will always remember the grand
opening of the new Center and how proud Father Mario was. I
also remember the Center being full for every mass and having
gone back recently, I’m so glad that has not changed. It is so
convenient for students and staff to go by for meditation. And all
the activities including daily mass are so vital for our students. The
Center was instrumental to my love and happiness while coaching
at Georgia Tech. Father Josh is committed to continuing this great
tradition, and hopefully we can all help in some way.
God Bless and take care,
Bobby Cremins

A Message from Bobby Ross
It is very hard to put into one paragraph what Fr. Mario has meant
to me and to our family. He celebrated the marriage of two of
our five children and that speaks volumes about our relationship
with him. But it wasn’t just my family that he touched. I dare
say any student at GT who came into contact with him felt
immediately attached to him; he had a special way of making
people comfortable right away, and that continued throughout his
years at GT. He served as Chaplain for our football team the full
five years I was coach, and to my recollection he never missed a
game (home or away). As a matter of fact, he attended most of
our practices and was often in the middle of our offensive huddle.
He made himself available to our staff and players 24 hours a day,
7 days a week.
It was truly a Blessing to have him as an integral part of our
program. I am quite certain he has helped many a player and
student get through a crisis during their time at Tech. A great
listener and advisor who influenced more students than anyone
can imagine. Fr. Mario, you will never know how much you
influenced us. If we are fortunate enough to meet our Savior in
Heaven, I am certain we will see you there. God Bless, and many,
many thanks for all you’ve done for all of us.
Bobby Ross

Georgia Tech Catholic Center
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GT Vocation Stories
Theodore Capaldi

Jared Leonard

I graduated from Georgia Tech with a
business degree in 2011, and worked at
Samsung Electonics’ HQ in South Korea
from 2011 to 2013. In 2013 I came back to
Georgia and started a pilgrimage that led
me to the seminary and the Traditional Latin
Mass. I will start formation at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Seminary in September.

When I came to Georgia Tech in 2009,
attending Sunday Mass at the Catholic
Center was a part of my weekly routine,
but not much more. My faith did not have
a major impact on my life. As I progressed
through the first few years of school, I met
some pretty incredible people at the CC.
Later, when I began to experience deep
emptiness and unhappiness, these were
the people I looked to for example and
assistance. In time, they became some of
my closest friends, and the CC became
a home to me on campus. It was these relationships, exposure to
Theology of the Body, my involvement in FOCUS, and three wonderful
chaplains that most powerfully drew me closer to Jesus Christ and also
now to the seminary to continue to discern a call to the priesthood. I am
very grateful for the impact the Catholic Center has had on me, and I
thank you for your continued prayers!

Dan Fitzgerald

The Catholic Center provided a community
that made me feel at home and encouraged
me to explore the riches of our faith. It was a
refuge in the difficulties of life at Tech and a
magnet to bring together so many individuals
who added crucial pieces to my formation. It
was a family to me, and seeing the witness
of the priests at the Catholic Center, and the
way that they fathered the family that is the
Catholic Center, made me say “that’s exactly
what I want to do with the rest of my life.”

Edward Dannemiller

The Georgia Tech Catholic Center was a
home for me during my years in college. It
was where I would go when I was stressed
about classes; it was where I met some of
the best friends that I have today, and it was
where I grew in love of our Faith. The GTCC
is a home and the people there are family.
We would go to Mass together, go to dinner
together, volunteer in the community together,
pray together, and more. I met people,
my own peers, who knew and loved the
Church, who knew and loved our Lord. They
challenged me. They challenged me to
understand my faith and put it into practice in every aspect of my life.
They were the reason why I started asking what God wanted for my
life, because His plans are always going to be greater than my own. It
has been almost two years since I graduated, and I continue to pray
that new students at Georgia Tech will find a home at the GTCC, that
they will meet friends who will challenge them, that they will be secure
enough there that they can explore. Above all I pray that they may
encounter the living God who loves them so much that their own hearts
are transformed by that love. To all students, parents, donors, and
everyone who has contributed to the Georgia Tech Catholic Center; with
my deepest gratitude, thank you so much! The Catholic Center has been
such a tremendous blessing in my life. Thank you.

Emanuele Baravelli

My name is Emanuele Baravelli, I’m from
Bologna, Italy and I am 35 years old. I’m
currently finishing my Novitiate with the
Salesians of Don Bosco (SDB) in Pinerolo,
Italy, and with God’s help I’m getting
prepared for my First Profession, next
September 8th, 2015. I was in Atlanta for 2
years, from July 2010 through September
2012, working as a post-doc researcher
with the Department of Aerospace
Engineering at Georgia Tech. During
that period I met the Catholic Center
community. They helped me a lot to
discern my vocation to serve God through a special care for young
people education, which is the charism of the Salesian Family. I
had been involved in youth ministry in my Parish since I was in high
school, and after graduating in EE I started to work in the Academia
especially because I liked teaching. However, the US experience and
the environment at the GTCC helped me to understand two things: first,
that it was not a matter of hobbies or jobs, but it was Jesus’ presence
that I could find in the young people that was calling me to serve them;
second, that Jesus is the best that I can offer to them, everything else is
much less valuable. The genuine strife for holiness which I found in many
GTCC members, and the guidance of the Chaplain gradually led me to
consider the perspective of consecrated life. During my Italian holidays in
summer 2011 I met the Salesians and started a discernment process with
them, which finally led me to enter the Novitiate last September. After
the First Profession, initial formation for the Salesians usually involves
philosophy studies (2 years), a period of practical training, and then
theology studies for those brothers who feel called to priesthood, so that
is my future perspective, if God so wills!

Joey Martineck

The Catholic Center was a place where
I learned how to be me. I was loved,
accepted, encouraged, and challenged to
grow. From dance parties to daily mass, I
experienced healthy integration between my
spiritual and ordinary life. Tears still come
to my eyes when I reflect on the intimacy of
the friends I had there. I feel sorry for anyone
who misses out because of triple integrals
#StillDontUnderstandThem.

Georgia Tech Catholic Center
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Nancy
Harris
Sister Gemma Grace Marie was born Nancy

Page Harris on September 25, 1988, in Fort
Bragg, North Carolina. Her family moved
to assignments in Tuscaloosa, AL, West
Point, NY, and New Baltimore, MI, before
finally settling in Columbus, GA. Nancy was
accepted to the prestigious Georgia Institute
of Technology. There, Nancy grew stronger
in her faith and was very active at the
Catholic Center. She was also active in the
school’s Pro-Life Group. Upon graduation,
Nancy interned in New York City with the
organization Expectant Mother Care and
and learned sidewalk counseling. She returned home to Columbus and
became very active in the local pro-life efforts, leading prayers outside
the local abortion clinic. The following summer she walked across
America with Crossroads, visiting parishes and talking about the pro-life
movement. Again returning home to Columbus, she entered graduate
school and earned a Masters in Secondary Math Education. But the Lord
was calling and Nancy felt a draw to the Sisters of Life. She entered her
postulancy in September 2014 and transitioned to the novitiate in July
2015, taking the name Sister Gemma Grace Marie. Sister Gemma Grace
is currently in formation at the Annunciation Motherhouse in Suffern, NY.
God bless Sister Gemma Grace and the Sisters of Life!

Thank you for your
Support!
The Catholic Center is not a typical parish. It is
100% self-funded, and we rely entirely on the
generosity of hundreds of benefactors to keep
our doors open. We do not receive financial
support from the Archdiocese of Atlanta or
from Georgia Tech. Please consider supporting
us with a donation by check or online payment
at faithdirect.net (church code GA419), by
requesting matching gift from your company,
by stock transfer, or by including the Catholic
Center in your estate plans. For your convenience
please use the enclosed remittance envelope.
Questions? Contact Patty Schmitt at pschmitt@
gtcatholic.org

Christopher Berger

Christopher Berger spent two years at
Mount St. Mary’s University in Emmitsburg,
Maryland in formation for the Archdiocese
of Atlanta before discerning that his call
may actually be to the religious life. He
joined the Marist Fathers and entered
into the Postulancy in Boston on Sunday,
February 1, 2015. Chris is currently
completing his thesis for the Master’s
degree in Philosophy. In 2008 he graduated
from Marist School in Atlanta attending
all six years there. Chris graduated from
Georgia Tech with a major in psychology
and a minor in philosophy In 2012. More recently his immediate thought
was for the Marists when he discerned again his call. He did a live-in
experience at Holy Rosary parish in Buckhannon, West Virginia, which
he greatly appreciated. It helped Chris make a clearer transition and
discernment about some of the differences from parish internships he had
done in the Atlanta archdiocese and life in a Marist parish community.

GTCC WISH LIST
Tabernacle for Rectory Chapel

Hymnals 				$3000

Dan Glass

High-Definition Projector

I am beginning my initial formation year
with the Salesians of Don Bosco, this year
I will be studying pre-theology at Seton Hall
University. I am excited to begin formation
with the Salesians because of my passion
for youth ministry and service to the poor,
both of which are at the root of the Salesian
identity. My passion and desire to serve the
poor began and was nurtured through the
various ministries and loving community at
the GTCC. After spending a year in South
Sudan as a Salesian Lay Missionary, I felt
an even stronger call to religious life and in
particular the Salesians. As I continue
formation I will never forget the love that was shared and foundation that
was set by the Holy Spirit through my family at Georgia Tech.

Georgia Tech Catholic Center
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From the Development Office
Dear Alumni, Parents and Friends,
As I reflect back on my first year as Development Director, I’m so thankful to be a part of such a wonderful organization. The more I
get to know our students and see the good that emanates from this place, the stronger my support and love grows for our faith, our
Chaplain, our missionaries and all involved in leading our ministry. As a student at Georgia Tech in the 80’s, the Catholic Center was a
beacon calling to me. As a wife and mother today, my hope is for the Catholic Center to do the same for others: a home that nurtures,
strengthens and teaches about the Catholic Faith.
I’m so thankful for the many who help the Catholic Center fulfill our mission. It has been a banner year, highlighted by our 30th
Anniversary Celebration weekend in October. I was so moved and energized by the tremendous outpouring of love and support. The
Gala raised just over $110,000 and generated a profit of $87,114 mainly through sponsorships and silent auction. Last year, through
our Annual Appeal and offertory collections, we raised just over $250K. Our number of benefactors went up 40% to 453.We’ve made
great strides reconnecting with alumni, engaging new families, and reaching existing donors through increased communication and three
targeted appeals.
Together we are making a difference in so
many lives. I hope that you will stand with
me firmly, as part of our family in Christ, in
support of this wonderful ministry. Please help
send a loud and clear message to our Priests
and all involved in forming our young people:
we’re behind you and we’re praying for you
to keep fighting for our children and keep
spreading the truth and beauty of the Gospel.
The future of our faith, as represented
by these amazing young students, is an
endeavor worth fighting for and preserving.
We are forever grateful for your financial
support!
Patty Schmitt
IM ‘88, Development Director
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On October 2-4, we celebrated our 30th Anniversary of the Catholic Center on 4th Street. Events for the weekend included our Helluva
Catholic Gala, a wonderful tailgate for the UNC game, and our Anniversary Mass and Reception on Sunday the 4th.
We are grateful to Coach Bobby Cremins, who co-hosted the Helluva Catholic Gala. The event, filled the Grand Ballroom at the Georgia
Tech Hotel and Conference Center and was a rousing success. Coach Cremins spoke about the importance of the Catholic Center to
him during his time at Georgia Tech. He fondly remembered the influence of Fr. Mario DiLella, the long-time chaplain at GT and the
visionary behind our current building. He also expressed his great enthusiasm for the future of the Catholic Church at Georgia Tech.
Our chaplain, Fr. Josh Allen, spoke about the great history of the Catholic Center, outlining the successes of the Church at Georgia Tech
over the years. Everyone present was particularly enthusiastic to hear how strong vocations discernment is at Tech, and how many
young men are actively discerning the priesthood. Fr. Josh spoke about the need to do more to help women discern the religious life,
and he was excited to announce that, pursuant to a grant request that the was submitted in May, the Lilly Foundation, Inc., awarded
$100,000 to the Catholic Center over the next five years to promote vocations to the married life, religious life, and priesthood. We are
very grateful to the Lilly Foundation, Inc., and happy that they have chosen to support our vision of vocations. We look forward to seeing
what this money (which does not assist with current programming) will bring to the CC.
The tailgate for the UNC game was excellent. It featured pulled pork cooked by Fr. Josh and one of the current students, Steven
Shlapak, and was a big hit! Our anniversary Mass was celebrated by Atlanta Auxiliary Bishop David Talley the next day. The choir
performed beautiful pieces by Tallis, Byrd, Duruflé, Bruckner and others. Fr. Josh gave the homily, focusing on the love and we which the
Church lavishes upon us, calling us to love in return.
We are so grateful to everyone who made the weekend possible. We especially thank our Gala Sponsors, and the many silent auction
donors, who helped us raise over $110,000 to assist in our mission. Truly the future of the Catholic Church at Georgia Tech is looking
bright! To view all Photo Albums of the 30th Anniversary Gala and Mass, please visit gtcatholic.org/30years/

Georgia Tech Catholic Center
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Before

The GTCC
GetsGets
a Facelift!
The GTCC
a Facelift!

Before

AFTER

Thanks to two very generous donors, the GTCC was abuzz last Summer and part of Fall with the sound of
construction crews. Our kitchen underwent a total renovation with new cabinetry, granite countertops, and
stainless steel appliances. We have a steady stream of students who show up daily to eat, study, and hang-out in
our beautiful new kitchen. Our Father Mario Di Lella Plaza in front of the Center also underwent a change. Our
new design opens up to the sidewalk and street creating a larger, more open and welcoming space for students
to gather in. During warmer weather especially, the Plaza serves to host dinners, concerts, karaoke, parties,
tailgates and all kinds of fun events. We couldn’t be happier with our new look. We are so thankful to our donors
for the upgrades to the GTCC!

Look for us online!
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
(404) 892-6759

172 4th Street NW
Atlanta, GA 30313

BEFORE

After 30 years, the Catholic Center finally renovated its bathrooms this summer!
The ladies’ and men’s bathrooms on the main floor as well as
After
the two on the lower level received a full renovation with new cabinetry,
granite
countertops,
and tile flooring. We love our updated look and
After
warmer colors. Our Father Mario Di Lella Plaza in front of the Center received a beautiful new addition of a pergola. Not only does it provide a
bit of shade during the day, but it also allows for extra lighting at night making our evening events more festive and inviting. The Rectory received
a small Chapel providing a quiet place for prayer and meditation, as well as a much needed kitchen renovation. It is currently undergoing
construction to enlarge a bedroom and upgrade one of the bathrooms to provide a little more space and comfort. Our resident student is now
enjoying a long overdue, newly renovated bathroom. Late last year we made our building more secure by installing BuzzCard access and
After
updating all interior door locks in the building. We are so grateful to all our benefactors for making these projects possible!

